NHOS Newsletter

] anuary 2019 www.nhorchids.org

1% for Orchid
Conservation

Affiliated with the American Orchid Society & Orchid Digest Corp.

Find us on . . .
FﬂCEbDDk Please be sure to become a fan of New Hampshire Orchid Society.
Sy Next Meeting

President’s Message Saturday Jan. 12, 2019

Happy New Year! 11:00 AM
Bedford, NH Old Town Hall

A few items to share... The CAIOS Meetinghouse Rd. Bedford
show runs January 24t - 27th- Sue B
Andersen and Anita Walker will again ] ]
be setting up this show, please keep Program- Mounting orchids
this in mind as your plants bloom this with Bob Cleveland
next month. Besides CAIOS, Amherst
and Nutmeg follow our show. Plants for the show table must be
Our Show is fast approaching and labeled and on the table by 11:00 AM.

your help is needed throughout the
weekend. Please see sign- up sheets at
the next two meetings or contact

Brenda Campbell to let her know The Society remains in

what you can do to help. We also have dire need of a Treasurer.

several trophies that need sponsoring, — .

sign- up sheet will also be at the Training will be

meetings and this could be a tax provided. Please speak to

deduction for you as well. Andrea if VOU are

We have been contacted by the Home interested.

Garden Flower Show to be set in May

in Fryeburg, ME, | think we should

consider trying to work with this

group, more to follow. IN THIS EDITION.......

See you at the next meeting. o President’s Message Pg. 1
e Upcoming Events Pg. 2

Andrea e Show Table Results Pg. 4
e Dec. Meeting Minutes  Pg. 7
e Orchid Viruses Pg. 8
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Monthly 2019 AOS Judaging
The first Saturday of every month unless posted otherwise
10:30 AM - 3:30 PM
Tower Hill Botanic Garden, 11 French Dr., Boylston, MA

NHOS Monthly Meeting
Sat. Jan. 12, 2019
Speaker- Bob Cleveland of Bob Cleveland Orchids
Topic- Mounting Orchids

NHOS Monthly Meeting
Sat. Feb. 2, 2019
Topic- Show Prep

NHOS Annual Show- “February Follies”
Friday Feb. 8- Sunday Feb. 10, 2019
The Event Center at the Marriott Courtyard
Nashua, NH

Dinner Among the Orchids
Sat. Feb. 9, 6-9 PM
The Event Center at the Marriott Courtyard
Nashua, NH

Enjoy a lovely buffet dinner among the orchids with friends, guests and NHOS members
Price- TBD

NHOS Monthly Meeting
Sat. March 9, 2019
Topic- Welcome New Members, The “How To’s” of Re-potting and Member insights
on how to successfully grow orchids in your house
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No name Catt.

Zygo Advance Australia AM/AQOS

New Hampshire Orchid Society

Masd. lehmanii ‘Mountainside’

January 2019




Dec. Show Table Results
(Show table photos courtesy of Norm Selander-Carrier)

Hobbyist

PAPHEOPEDILUM ALLIANCE

1t Place: Phrag. Lynn Evans Goldner x kovachii  Bob Sullivan

2" Place: Phrag Sargeant Eric William Schinella
CATTLEYA ALLIANCE

15t Place: Blc. Morning Song, AM/AQOS William Schinella

2" Place: no name Brian Sargent

3" Place: Catt. Bowringiana Geraldine Liebert
DENDROBIUM ALLIANCE

1t Place: Multifolium ‘Benibuton’ Sasha Crotty
ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE

15t Place: Onc. Tsiku Marguerite Dale Cunningham
CYMBIDIUM ALLIANCE

15t Place: Lloyd's Persistar Bob Sullivan
PLEUROTHALLID ALLIANCE

15t Place: Platystele Stenostackya* Brenda Campbell
MISCELLANEQOUS

15t Place: Zygo Advance Australia AM/AOS Susan Usseglio

2" Place: Zygo Luisendorf Anita Walker

* = Plant also received a cultural award
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ADVANCED (all cultural)

Paph. Magical Venus Norm Selander- Carrier
Aliceara Clownish ‘Cotton Candy’ Norm Selander -Carrier
Dendrobium cuthbertsonii ‘pink x purple & white’ Sue Labonville

EXPERT (all cultural)

Puichella isabelia Jack Mulder
Paph. gratrixiainum Bob Cleveland
Dimeranda stenopetala Bob Cleveland
Catt. Bob Betts ‘White Lightening’ Chuck Crisler
Mexipedium xerophyticum ‘Oaxaca’ CBR/AOS David Sparks
Masd. lehmanii ‘Mountainside’ David Sparks
Bulb. retusiusealum ‘sulphureum’ David Sparks
Paph. Hsiaying Delight David Sparks
Onc. Sharry Baby AM/AQOS Chuck Crisler
Cyc. Wine Delight ‘Jem’ FCC/ASO Chuck Crisler
Brassia cocbleata Chuck Wingate

Scaphosipalum ®
Cymbidium erythrostylum
Odontoglossum harryawum
Lepenthopsis astrophora
Scaphosepalum finbritum

Chuck Wingate
Chuck Wingate
Chuck Wingate
Steve Tacopina
Steve Tacopina

Phragmepalium Don Wimbler Steve Tacopina
Stanhopea graveolens ChuckCrisler
Pleurothallis truncata Chuck & Sue Andersen
Masd. hartmanii Chuck & Sue Andersen
Pleione maculata ® Chuck & Sue Andersen
Masd chuspipatae ® Chuck & Sue Andersen
Den. Aussie Red Lip X Jazz Chuck & Sue Andersen
Den. moorei ® Chuck & Sue Andersen
Pleurothallis rowleii dark form Chuck & Sue Andersen
Lysudamula Red Jewel Chuck Crisler

Phal. Joy Fairy Tale Daryl Yerdon

Stelis Superbiens Daryl Yerdon

Ludisia discolor Daryl Yerdon
Dolchillum formosanum Daryl Yerdon

® - awarded for rarity

Judges: Daryl Yerdon, Jack Mulder, David Sparks, Sue Labonville and Chuck Wingate
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Puichella isabelia Den. moorei
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New Hampshire Orchid Society
General Meeting
December 08, 2018

Opening

Vice President called the meeting to order and welcomed new members and guests.
e Signup sheets for annual show and trophies. — please volunteer. Brenda has tickets for the buffet.
Raffle for hotel room with breakfast will be done at the January Meeting. Email notification on
when the postcards arrive will be done by Brenda.
e Bob Cleveland will be speaker for the January meeting. He will be presenting a workshop on
mounting and caring for these orchids. The distribution of orchids for this workshop for all
members will be done via the raffle procedure.
e Items of interest for the newsletter are to be sent to Leigh Coolidge 2 weeks before newsletter
published.
e Librarian and Treasurer needed.
e Membership: 101 memberships; 156 members; 28 renewals — renew memberships please.
e We have $28,151.04 in the checking account; total assets of $50,758.55 up a total of $7,000 from
last year.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Usseglio

28th New Hampshire Orchid Society Show and Sale
Saye the Date!
e g™~ & A o

< - ‘: » N 4 ¥ .

February 8-10, 2019

Please remember to bring foods of all
types to share at the monthly meeting.
Sandwiches are particularly coveted
by hungry orchidists.
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Orchid Viruses
By Chuck Crisler

Viruses are a serious problem with orchid growers. Though a plant may grow for many years or decades
after it is infected, once that happens there isn’t anything that can be done for the plant. Many plants
may have virus infections and not show any symptoms. Plants may have symptoms and not actually have
a virus because the symptoms are not unique.

The only definitive way to determine if a plant has a virus is to have it tested. The test can be run by a
special lab or you can purchase a kit and perform the test yourself. Either way, the test is not expensive. |
prefer to use a lab because you have to be very careful not to cross contaminate the samples.

The reference standard for virus testing is an electron microscope. However, that is only 95% reliable
due to physical limitations on analysis and expense. By comparison, the double well ELISA test is also
95% reliable and much cheaper. That means that you can’t show that a plant is free of virus, only that it
didn’t test positive.

I have used and highly recommend using Critter Creek Laboratory for testing. You can find them by
Google and they often advertise in Orchids. It was founded by Dr. Vernon Allison who developed the
ELISA virus test for plants. Their website has good information targeted to the serious hobbyist.

To supply samples for testing, either use a single edge razor blade or a cutting tool that can be sterilized.
Cut a sample from the plant and store it in a small labeled zip-lock plastic bag. Record the label and
plant name. Discard or sterilize the cutting tool between samples. You can dip the sterilized tool into
water to cool it quicker. Since the tool will have been sterilized, the water will not be contaminated.

Viruses are spread by allowing sap from an infected plant to contaminate another plant. That can
happen by re-using a pot, re-using a bloom stake, re-using potting media or even rough handling. Many
people, including some but not all plant pathologists, think that aphids and similar insects can transmit
virus. Certainly larger ‘chewing’ bugs, such as grasshoppers, snails and slugs and even bees can spread

virus.

Viruses are named for the first organism that they are isolated from, which doesn’t mean that it is the
only organism that they can infect. Human influenza virus is an exception. Tobacco mosaic virus (TMV)
is a good example. TMV has been found in over 350 different species of plants and is the type species for
the genus tobamovirus. TMV-o (tobacco mosaic virus — orchid strain) is also called odonotoglossum ring
spot virus (ORSV). Both CymMYV (cymbidium mosaic virus) and ORSV are considered very stable and

highly infectious. They are the 2 main viruses in orchids.

According to the literature, TMYV is widespread in all tobacco products. Smoking doesn’t burn all of the
tobacco, so smokers have tobacco specks on their clothes that can fall off and contaminate your orchids
and gardens. Obviously, using shredded tobacco leaves as an insecticide (nicotine) isn’t smart.

The only effective control for virus is sanitation. It has been shown that a single cut to an infected plant
can spread virus to 20 successive plants that the tool is used on. Disinfectants include a 10% bleach
solution, sodium hydroxide (lye), sodium hypochlorite and TSP, all nasty substances, and milk. Soak
plastic pots in any of these solutions (not milk) for 1 hour. Dipping cutting tools between plants doesn’t
accomplish anything.
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Heat can also be used to destroy virus. A plumber’s propane torch is useful to sterilize cutting tools. It is
suggested that you buy cheap tools, heat them to just before glowing hot between plants and then discard
them when they stop working well. Several years ago Chuck Wingate mentioned that the FDA requires
surgical instruments to be sterilized for 20 minutes at 273F. Those instruments are smooth and hard. So |
think that clay pots and metal plant stakes should be heated in an oven at 300 F for 1 hour. I don’t think
that a bleach solution works well on clay because clay pots have small pores and cracks that can harbor
virus. Water has a very high surface tension and won’t enter those areas. Even adding soap to reduce the
surface tension doesn’t guarantee complete coverage.

Clothing can also harbor and transmit virus, with virus remaining active when clothes were stored in the
dark for 3 years. That includes gloves. If you choose to wear gloves, then you need to dispose of them
between plants. However, thoroughly washing your hands in soap and warm water between plants is

equally effective. Soap works because it is a polar molecule, meaning that is has a (+) and a () end. Those
electrostatic charges attract particles (dirt, bacteria and viruses) and allow you to wash them away.

Plant viruses can be extracted and crystallized. TMV can incorporate metal (nickel and cobalt) into it’s
shell. When that is done, the virus can be used in battery electrodes to increase reactive surface area by
10x, resulting in a 6x increase in battery capacity. Go figure.

References:
1. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tobacco_mosaic_virus
2. gpnmag.com/article/truth-about-milk-and-tmv/

NHOS Exhibit at November MOS Show
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Contacts

NHOS Committees

Massachusetts Orchid Society (MOS)
www.massorchid.org

Contact: Sasha Crotty
mos@massorchid.org

Cape & Islands Orchid Society (CAIOS)
Contact: Tom Gregg
tf.gregg@verizon.net

508-540-2054

Ambherst (Mass.) Orchid Society
Contact: Marc Gray
bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net

Maine Orchid Society
Contact: David Sparks
207-892-8905
dsparks51@roadrunner.com

Eastern Maine Orchid Society
www.easternmaineorchidsociety.org
Mary Lou Hoskins
207-848-5453

reenc@gwi.net

Ocean State Orchid Society
www.oceanstateorchidsociety.org

Northeast Judging Center at Tower Hill
Botanic Garden, Boylston, MA

www. Towerhillbg.org

508-869-6111

Orchid Conservation Coalition
www.orchidconservationcoalition.org

New Hampshire Orchid Society

Membership Lee Brockmann
membership@nhorchids.org

and Susan Labonville

suelabonville@gmail.com

Hospitality Bob Brockmann
and Joss Labonville
hospitality@nhorchids.org

Programs Anita Walker
anita@nhorchids.org

Show Table Chuck Wingate
603-882-9800
showtable@nhorchids.org

Publicity Sonia Lee
pr@nhorchids.org

AOS Affiliated Societies Rep Jean Stefanik
(603) 647-1063

aosrep@nhorchids.org

NHOS Librarian Vacant

Editor Leigh Coolidge
603-748-6158
newsletter@nhorchids.org

Auction Chair Carole Dishong
603-722-0786
auction@nhorchids.org

Education & Conservation Jean Stefanik
603-647-1063
conservation@nhorchids.org

Annual Show Brenda Campbell
603-540-8195
show@nhorchids.org

Risk Management Joanna Eckstrom
risk@nhorchids.org
Website Steering Adrienne Giovino
& Sasha Crotty

webmaster@nhorchids.org
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NH Orchid Society
PO Box 5375
Manchester, NH
03108
President Steve Smyrychynski
Andrea Deachman (past President)
andrea@nhorchids.org steves@nhorchids.org

Vice President Adrienne Giovino
Anita Walker adrienne@nhorchids.org

anita@nhorchids.org

Lee Brockmann
NHOSmembership@live.com

Treasurer
Vacant
Bob Cleveland
Secretary bobc@nhorchids.org
Susan Usseglio
susan@nhorchids.org Steve Tacopina

stevet@nhorchids.org

New Hampshire Orchid Society

Submission of Articles

Deadline for submission of articles is
10 days before the monthly meeting.
Send to Leigh Coolidge at:

leighcoolidge@gmail.com
or

newsletter@nhorchids.org

If your address changes, you must
notify the Membership Chairperson so
you can continue to receive any notices

and newsletters.
Send all address changes to:
Lee Brockmann
or Susan Labonville
NHOSmembership@live.com
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