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NHOS MEETING NOTICE 

Sat. March 13, 2021 

 

The March Meeting will once 

again be on ZOOM! 

 
12:00- Mr. Ray Barkalow of Oak 

Island, NC, owner of First Rays 

“Supporting the Hobby Orchid 

Grower Since 1994”, will be speaking 

on plant nutrition. 

 

See page 3 for more information  

 
There will be a virtual show table at 

11:00. To enter plants, contact Sue 

Usseglio (susan@nhorchids.org) with 

pictures and plant info. NLT Sat 

March 6. 

 

ZOOM instructions are on 

Pg. 2 
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President’s Message 

 
     I really enjoyed Peter’s 

presentation last month.  I hope you 

all did too.  There was so much 

information I could not write fast 

enough. I have already put together 

my order. I can’t wait until April to see 

it. 

     Cordelia Head of J and L Orchids 

has rescheduled her presentation to 

May.  I am pleased to announce that 

our March speaker will be Ray 

Barkalow.  Ray will be speaking about 

orchid nutrition.  His website 

firstrays.com has lots of great 

information. Check it out. Also make 

sure to send your show table photos to 

Sue by March 6th. 

     We are already short two trustee 

positions and a Vice President. Three 

more Board positions will be up in 

August.  In order to keep this Society 

running we need your help. I know it 

is still early but please think about 

what skills you have to offer and 

consider running for office. I will be 

happy to discuss the available 

positions and job descriptions, just call 

or email me. 

     I hope everyone has gotten an 

appointment for their vaccination. I 

received my first shot last week and I 

am happy to say my arm was a little 

sore but no other side effects.  

“See” you all on March 13th. 

 

Anita 

 

IN THIS EDITION……. 

 

 President’s Message              Pg. 1 

 Upcoming Events                   Pg. 2 

 March ZOOM Instructions   Pg. 2 

 Ray Barkalow Bio                  Pg. 3 

 Feb. Show Table             Pgs. 4- 16 

 Feb. Meeting Minutes          Pg. 16 

 AOS News                             Pg. 17 

                

                                      

   

  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/New-Hampshire-Orchid-Society/189030736628?ref=ts
http://www.nhorchids.org/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/New-Hampshire-Orchid-Society/189030736628?ref=ts
mailto:susan@nhorchids.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Please monitor https://www.nhorchids.org/ for updates on NHOS and other 

related events being impacted by COVID-19 State and local Orders. 
Once COVID-19 restrictions have been eased and we have a better understanding of 

what events can be held and under what guidelines, we will once again publish our 

full, long-term schedule of events for your planning purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81179066003?pwd=a1JuYUt3VUtYeXcrd2xyTWhjK045

Zz09 

Meeting ID: 811 7906 6003 

Passcode: sY4^CiWQ 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,81179066003#,,,,*86205114# US (Chicago) 

+19292056099,,81179066003#,,,,*86205114# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

Meeting ID: 811 7906 6003 

Passcode: 86205114 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcVGUgpd11 
 

https://www.nhorchids.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81179066003?pwd=a1JuYUt3VUtYeXcrd2xyTWhjK045Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81179066003?pwd=a1JuYUt3VUtYeXcrd2xyTWhjK045Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcVGUgpd11
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March Speaker, Ray Barkalow 
 

My orchid growing began when I was a Ceramic Engineering student at Georgia 

Tech. After about a year of volunteering my time at the public greenhouses in 

Piedmont Park - now the Atlanta Botanical Gardens - the orchid grower there 

gave me a big, "floofy" purple cattleya. It took me about two years to kill it via the 

typical root rot - desiccation cycle torture, and at the time, I simply "did not kill 

plants," so I was determined to learn more and got addicted like everyone else. 

Needless to say, in the 45+ years since, I've learned that I am a very effective plant 

killer... (Isn't it true that you're not an orchid-growing "pro" until you killed your 

weight in plants?) 
 

During my professional career in the chemical industry, I had many opportunities 

to travel internationally, and put together an extensive collection of orchids from 

around the world, mostly purchased from street vendors and shipped back to 

myself on my import permit (Pre-CITES). That travel schedule (averaging 13 

flights a week for 3.5 years at one point) led to a great deal of experimentation 

surrounding keeping plants healthy and happy during my absences, and that's 

what led to the development of Semi - Hydroponics. 
 

First Rays came into being by accident - literally - courtesy of a greenhouse heater 

and alarm failure on a 7-degree night in January of 1994. That 20 - year collection 

of plants from around the world was a total loss. After a few months, I purchased a 

new heater and alarm system & wrote them off as business expenses, even though I 

had no idea how I'd make a business out of orchids. 
 

First Rays is now in its 27th year of operation, although a lot smaller than it was at 

its peak, before I retired from my "real job". To me, the best part about the 

business is the exposure it has provided, allowing me to meet & communicate with 

folks from around the world on the fascinating subject of orchids. Sharing the 

obsession is second only to growing the plants. 
 

Shortly thereafter, I divided the first couple of replacement plants I had purchased 

at the Philadelphia Flower Show, created a text-only web page listing them, & 

offered the extra divisions to the internet orchid community via a post to the 

Comp-U-Serve Gardening Forum. Within three hours I had two orders, and I 

knew I'd make it a business. 
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New Hampshire Orchid Society 

General Meeting Minutes 

February 13, 2021 

 

The President called the meeting to order and welcomed members and guests.  

 Membership – we have 112 members – 59 memberships are still outstanding.  Dues 

can be renewed via the website or please contact either Lee Brockmann or Sue 

Labonville for more information.  

 Financials:  We have $12,828.28 in the checking account; our net worth is 

$41,291.72. 

 The Board has been working on updating the NHOS Policies and once completed 

they will be posted on the website. 

 We are looking for a volunteer to host the Annual Meeting Picnic in August.  If you 

are interested please let Anita know. 

 Speakers for the next few months are: 

March – Ray Barkalow – First Rays LLC; subject:  Orchid Nutrition  

April - Mary Jo Gilsdorf – Dendrobiums 

May – Cordelia Head from J&L Orchids; Miniatures/Masdevallias 

 Virtual Show Table for March is on. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Susan Usseglio, Secretary 
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AOS NEWS 

 

 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 

Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow! 

Webinar announcements are posted on Facebook, 

Instagram, and in the AOS Corner of your Affiliated Society’s newsletter. 

We digitize the webinars and they are available to view at your leisure. 

GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic for future viewing 

Send your Greenhouse Chat questions and photos to greenhousechat@aos.org 

 

 

https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/ToBy/W/6jp/dCG/6MvvQ1/6VrEyyhQ3p/P/P/5V
mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org
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 Contacts 

 

NHOS Committees 
 

 

Membership Lee Brockmann 
membership@nhorchids.org 

and Susan Labonville 

suelabonville@gmail.com 
 

Hospitality Bob Brockmann 

 and Joss Labonville  

hospitality@nhorchids.org 

 

 

Programs  Vacant 
 

  

 

Show Table Chuck Wingate 

 603-882-9800 

 showtable@nhorchids.org 

 

Publicity Andrew Deachman 

 pr@nhorchids.org 

 

AOS Affiliated Societies Rep Jean Stefanik 

 (603) 647-1063 

  aosrep@nhorchids.org

  

 

NHOS Librarian Vacant 
        

 

Editor Leigh Coolidge 

 603-748-6158 
 newsletter@nhorchids.org 

 

Auction Chair Sue Usseglio

 auction@nhorchids.org 

  
Education & Conservation   Jean Stefanik 

 603-647-1063 

  conservation@nhorchids.org 
 

Annual Show Brenda Campbell  
603-540-8195 

show@nhorchids.org 

  
Risk Management Joanna Eckstrom 

risk@nhorchids.org 

    

Website Steering                Adrienne Giovino                                     
webmaster@nhorchids.org 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

Massachusetts Orchid Society (MOS) 

www.massorchid.org  

Contact:  Dina Deresh 
dina@massorchid.org 

 

Cape & Islands Orchid Society (CAIOS)  

Contact:  Tom Gregg 

vandtgregg@comcast.net 

508-540-2054 

 

Amherst (Mass.) Orchid Society 

Contact:  Marc Gray 

bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net  

 

Maine Orchid Society 

Contact:  David Sparks 

207-892-8905 

dsparks51@roadrunner.com  

 

Eastern Maine Orchid Society 

www.easternmaineorchidsociety.org  
Mary Lou Hoskins 

207-848-5453 
greenc@gwi.net 

 

Ocean State Orchid Society 

www.oceanstateorchidsociety.org 

 

Northeast Judging Center at Tower Hill 

Botanic Garden, Boylston, MA 

www.Towerhillbg.org 

508-869-6111 

 

Orchid Conservation Coalition 

www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 

mailto:membership@nhorchids.org
mailto:suelabonville@gmail.com
mailto:hospitality@nhorchids.org
mailto:showtable@nhorchids.org
mailto:pr@nhorchids.org
mailto:aosrep@nhorchids.org
mailto:aosrep@nhorchids.org
mailto:auction@nhorchids.org
mailto:conservation@nhorchids.org
mailto:show@nhorchids.org
mailto:risk@nhorchids.org
mailto:webmaster@nhorchids.org
http://www.massorchid.org/
mailto:dina@massorchid.org
mailto:vandtgregg@comcast.net
mailto:bulbophyllum@myfairpoint.net
mailto:dsparks51@roadrunner.com
http://www.easternmaineorchidsociety.org/
mailto:greenc@gwi.net
http://www.oceanstateorchidsociety.org/
http://www.towerhillbg.org/
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org/
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President 

Anita Walker 

 anita@nhorchids.org 

 

Vice President 

VACANT 

 

Treasurer 

Andrea Deachman 

andrea@nhorchids.org 

 

Secretary 

Susan Usseglio 

susan@nhorchids.org 

Submission of Articles 
 

Deadline for submission of articles is 

10 days before the monthly meeting. 

Send to Leigh Coolidge at: 

 

leighcoolidge@gmail.com 

or 
 

newsletter@nhorchids.org 

 

 

NHOS Officers

 

If your address changes, you must 

notify the Membership Chairperson so 

you can continue to receive any notices 

and newsletters. 

Send all address changes to: 

Lee Brockmann 
or Susan Labonville 

NHOSmembership@live.com 

NHOS Trustees 

 

 

Norm Selander-Carrier 

(past President) 

norm@nhorchids.org 
 

Lee Brockmann 

NHOSmembership@live.com 
 

Bob Cleveland 

bobc@nhorchids.org 

 

Sue Labonville 

suel@nhorchids.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:%20anita@nhorchids.org
mailto:andrea@nhorchids.org
mailto:adrienne@nhorchids.org
mailto:clcoolidge@tds.net
mailto:NHOSmembership@live.com
mailto:norm@nhorchids.org
mailto:NHOSmembership@live.com
mailto:jim@nhorchids.org
mailto:suel@nhorchids.org

